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Abstract:

The study focuses on medium-sized cities, a system of urban settlements which dates back to more than two
thousand years. Specifically, the case study is defined in Andalusia, the most populous and the second largest
region in Spain, considering the Valley of Guadalquivir River as a geographical framework. In particular, the
Andalusian urban system is substantially characterized by the historic importance of this type of cities within
its territorial organization. Its relevance has been shown by historical cartography both at national and
international scales.

Twenty-six out of these cities have been declared as cultural heritage sites due to their spatial and landscape
configuration, as well as to the relevant examples of civil, military or religious architecture they hold. However,
the conservation of these assets be conditioned by a high exposure to certain risks and uncertainties, in relation
to socio-demographic, socioeconomic or residential aspects. In this sense, these cities may be affected by
certain fragile urban conditions which, when applied to a social space, may put at risk the transmission of
historical urban fabric to future generations. Particularly, the project proposes to adopt the methodology
implemented by the Ministry of Development in the Atlas of Urban Vulnerability to detect conditions of the
social and structural disadvantage of the population of the abovementioned cities for effective cultural heritage
tutelage.

The current territorial discourse defends a polycentric model, in which the system of medium-sized cities is
being strengthened, as their scale makes them a priori more humane and accessible in comparison to large
ones. However, the study shows that most medium-sized cities have high rates of economic vulnerability
probably caused by their traditional characterization as agrarian cities. In this sense, it is particularly interesting
to analyze the response of these cities compared to their regional centres. For this purpose, the information
from the 2011 Population and Housing Census provided by the Spanish National Statistics Institute (INE) have
been objectively analyzed through fifteen urban indicators. These data have been clearly addressed by means
of geographic information systems (GIS).

We believe that a process to systematically analyze the vulnerability of these historical cities could help public
administrations to develop specific policies to solve those detected weaknesses. Therefore, acting in reducing
the urban vulnerability would result in a better and more efficient organizational capacity as a collective to
manage the conservation of the cultural heritage of our cities.
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