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Abstract

This paper aims to set an approach to thegmation of monastese from a formal and
functional perspective, in ¢h urban pattern of contempoyacities. For this purpose,
Charterhouses have been selected as the stady, due to geographical —Carthusian order
has spread worldwide—, morphological -Chdrterses own particular typological features-
and organisational —the conception of Carthudite as a path of silence is diametrically
opposed to current urban lifestyle— reasons.

The research focuses on Charterhouses that,lsamédiave become inserted into the urban
fabric. Among these, two basmnditions have been detected: those which maintain their
original use and those which have fallen idtsuse or changed the original one. Regarding
the first group, the main issue considered isceoned with the way their formal and practical
interaction with urban envanment has been developed.

Within the second group cases, different ditwes have been detected after they were
definitely abandoned by the Carthusian orafpending on several circumstances such as:
the reason of this abandonment, particularlyhim case of disentailments, their location with
respect to the main urban settlements amdneonication routes, the growing dynamics of the
mentioned settlements, the criteria and methodoldglesved in the treatment of heritage in
each case, etcetera.

A comparative study of existing @herhouses in different places of three different continents
demonstrate, on the one hand, the power d-emistent structures in urban fabric
configuration, that often mainted shapes, orientations and spaces across the time and up to
the present; and, on the othentliahow a structure originallgonceived as typologically and
spatially closed is able to become alive ilnaions —re-uses, appnigtions, disintegrations,
re-exploitations— radically different as eth have to face different circumstances -
geographical, historical, econaral, cultural- and realities.

1. Anintroduction to Carthusian lifestyle and layout

Charterhouses constitute a depl@nt model of monastic lifas singular as the religious
order itself. They generate a sort of structina, both due to their location and their formal
and functional layout, must be espfically treated when analys integration processes of
monastic spaces into their territorial and urban domains.

Logically, the main objective of this work is namalyzing or explaininghe lifestyle that the
Carthusian order imposes toethmembers. However, it is crucial to bring up some
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particularities of the rules, rites and ritualattdetermine the shape these monasteries acquire
unlike other eremite or mendicants orders, aé asetheir projection over the territory (Mayo,
2010).

The contemplative order dfarthusians, founded by Sd&runo in 1084, has enjoyed an
astonishing continuity in its implementationtveen other regular orders as well as in the
loyalty to its principles and lifestyle. Iraét, though the continuous revisions, its rules —the
Statutes— have been submitted to since fivsir compilation in 1271, they have essentially
maintained the spirit of the order, adaptitheirselves to the need of the tildsdeed, Pope
Pio Xl affirmed in his encyclical letter of 192dat “unlike other religias order, this one has
not lacked, in a very large spagetime, any amendment or reform”. Between the principles
that rule Carthusian life, we will focus ondwnain aspects, which determine the singular
location, structure and development of their manasimplexes. They are solitude and silent,
guarantors of a fully contemplative life, but never incompatible with the community life and
the liturgical celebratioS.0.C., Ch. 3,9.

As regards the first one, the Carthusianasoh must be develodewithin three levels:
distance to the world, cell guard and inner solit(#l©.C., Ch. 4 )1 This requires, on the one
hand, isolation from the external world, whiguarantees closure, and location of the
Charterhouses in the outskiki$ inhabited cores; on the othkand, isolation regarding the
rest of the community members —at least dutirgmain part of the journey—, which forces
them to develop the majority of works and spaitexercises inside thell; and, at last, the
inner isolation, that cabe precisely reachedrthugh the silence. Due tbis fact, Carthusian
communities are not very large, initially withelve fathers plus the prior, although lately the
limit reached twenty four (1332 General Chapter) and even thirtyBsikés, 2010: 7)7
Nevertheless, several groups with different vocations and practices cohabitate Charterhouses:
on one side are, logicallfgarthusian fatherswhich obtain priestlprdination and spend the
most of the time in their del devoted to study, work angray; on the other side, the
Carthusian brothersnot priests, also dedicate a partted journey to work for the monastery
outside their cell; betweethem we have to distinguish those that profess perpetual vows
(converted brothedsfrom those who do nodnated brothens on the last term, although
nowadays is rarely seen, Charterhouses usdmbgb people out of ghclosure with a semi-
monastic life (relatives), witl role close tservants or laboers (Mayo, 2010: 15 Another
relevant aspect of the Carthusian discipismdéeeding and, related to it, the own production
and administration of goods, taking into accotlvat the community, to maintain its vows,
tends to be self-sufficient. Thus, Carthusians deprived of eating meat, and their two daily
meals, one during the morning and ottiering the afternoon, tend to be scbér big part of

the raw food, mainly vegetables and fruits,ga®ds from the land surrounding the monastery,
as well as the parcels beside the cells, wihaseur corresponds to the respective Carthusian
father or brother athe Procurator arrangé€S.0.C., Ch.15)

! The last revision, indeed, was developed by mandating of the 2nd Vatican Council and they veeezl appr
the General Chapter of the Order in 1971, although, as it may be readProkbgue they treated to keep “as
something sacred our retirement of tlworld and the proper exercisesoof contemplative life”. This Renewed
Statutes had to be, however, revised again in order to adapt them to the new Coden dfa@am1983, and
they were officially confirmed in the Geral Chapter of 1989 (E.O.C., Ch. 1).

2 Hereafter, we will refer to the &utes of the Order Carthusian biging the abbrevimn E.O.C., with
indication of the chapter by the abbreviation Ch.

% In addition to this, between the 15th of September —next day to the Cross ExahatioBaster, they usually
are forced to do th®rder fasting with just one daily mail, plus a slicé bread for dinner Once a week as well,
generally on Fridays, they keep abstinence andtfesrdselves just with breahd water (E.O.C. Ca.7).



In which way these rules and practices deteenthe shape of Charterhouses as set of
buildings and territorial structes? First of all, as we have said, the need of closure and
isolation moves the Order to locate the nuiedes at a certain stance from population
cores, although in practice thagually are not too far away, except during their first centuries
of existence, when preference for remote and hardly accessible locations was evident. This
has provoked that, as will be selater, some Charterhousesvbdeen completely absorbed
by great urban agglomerations, loosing onishing the surrounding orchards and gardens.
They have to be large enough to provide ¢benmunity and are provided with hydraulic
infrastructures like wells, mills, cisternsich ditches for irrigating, as well as stables and
henhouses since, although they were not alibteeeat meat, couldroduce their own milk

and eggs. In some cases fish rearing and evte kueeding have be@mecked out, useful as

a protein source indicated for ill and olchwmunity members (Bernaldez & Bazo, 2013).
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Figure 1: Typologies of distribution in genef@harterhouses, by Jean Pierre Aniel. Source:
Barlés, 2010: 73.

With regard to monasteries themselves, Chaotesés tend to repeat, within a certain variety
of solutions (Figure 1), the same scheme twatesponds, from a formal/functional point of
view, to the same ideas and princip{generally, Mayo, 2010: 20-26; Barlés, 2010: 77¢80)
As other contemplativerders, they have big cloister around which cellare situated, in
addition to a sort of communitarian spackschen, refectory, chapterhouse, etc.) and not-
silent service areas (woltksps, cellars, stablescét It is the disposition of those spaces and
some details in their structure, destinedrtake the life of Carthusians easier, what gives
singularity to the building. Firstly, it is éhisolation from the surroundings, which is
guaranteed by the exterior walecondly but not legsa clear distancbetween the fathers
residence around thag cloisterand the spaces for brothenmsdaservices is provided. This
separation, which was evident even in thienfiive Chartreuse of St. Bruno (Barlés, 2010:
66-67), has been placed histoligan communitarian spaces, which worked as a limit and, at
the same time, membrane to the “noise” coming from the extern world (Figure 2).

In this way, historical Charterhouses hayenerally a first courrd where every activity
related to material needs of the community is develogsetter known a®bediencies,
where also laidhe residence afonvert brothersand their communal areas, linked to the cell

4 Although those practices that constitute the naturkudtlings —or set of buildings- to Charterhouses come
from the beginnings of the Order, their spatial layout evolved during the first centuries and until the XVI century
a definitive scheme of Charterhouse, that lask along their history, will not be settldglaflés, 2010: 77).



of the Procurator —the father in charge of theothersand the community management; and

the rooms destined to people not included in the order, like entrance control, extern chapel or
inn. The main wing of this courtyard is usuatigcupied by the church, which works as a
nexus with the inner world. The shape, sizd place of this building may differ, however,

from one to another case. Between the communitarian spaces we can highlight, beyond the
church, the chapterhouse, libraagd refectory, used just communal meals. Generally this
spaces, which used to be those where the omain@spects were morelevant, are settled
around a minor cloistetitfle cloister), always connected to the great cloister, which serves at
the same time as an articulation element and meeting place.
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Figure 2: Own drawing over Plan of the chamse de Clermont, Eugéne Viollet-Le-Duc,
1856. Source: Dictionnaire raisonné de l'architecture francaise du Xle au XVle siécle.

Wikimedia Commons under CC license.
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plan.clireuse.Clermont.png (Last accessed 24/06/2014)

The eremitic ambit reserved to tfeghersconstitute the real heart of the Charterhouse and it
is formed by the cells reserved to them, plaaemlind the big cloistelhis space works also

as an articulation element, iagllows the communication betweéhe cells and the rest of the
rooms but also constitutes the communitart@metery. Its size varies function of the
number of cells contained, butig also highlighted from threst of the buildings. Cells
constitute themselves a little universe, asytinclude everything necessary to carry out a
comfortable and autonomous lifévery one have the same size with few exceptions and they
usually are composed by a little entrancalléd “Ave Maria”), a bedroom, one or several
rooms for eating and working —sometimes in two floors— as well as their own garden, so the
father can fit his body and procure himself paftthe raw foods. Consequently, cells in
Charterhouses are especially large if comparighl those of other contemplative orders.

Despite this fact, a relevargdture of Charterhouses is shapeplicity, sobriety and absence
of ornament. Indeed, the principles of t®eder limit any kind of ostentation and vow of
poverty turns everything thatig not crucial for community & dispensable (S.0.C., Ch. 29).
That does not make monasteritacking architectonical and t&tic interest or movable
properties with high heritage value. Donatiarispatrons and devotes have inevitably arise
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the goods of the majority of historical Chahteuses along the yea(Barlés, 2010: 73-).
Private investment was a constant acceptedhyOrder at least from the XIV century,
building or decorating churches with chapeliars, furnishing or art works. In exchange,
getting sepulchre in the church some chapels was allowedpatrons and, what is more
important, prays of the community for thelvsdions of their souls were guaranteed.
Therefore, the Carthusian order has ledatkeeping the poverty vows, an important
architectonical and movable heritage that exizaitself beyond the walls, in the organization
and use of their productive areas.

Generally associated to Europe where, actually find their origin and, consequently, the
major density of Charterhouses, the list obnasteries located in other continents like
America or Asia reflects the enormous vitalitytlithe order still keeps and its loyalty to the
principles and values commented asrtbes buildings show (Barlés, 2010: 92-94).

It is evident, thus, that this type of settlert®ealso presents very special conditions to their
further adaptation to new contexts and udasthe Iberian Peninsula, for instance, the
disentailment process, as fast intense, that took plage 1836-1837 (as seen in Tomas y
Valiente, 1972), not just let great pools afidaavailable to cultivate in the city surroundings
but also an ensemble of buildings whose miaigy and organization were extremely useful
to be converted to new uses, mostly indaktmmilitary and even residential. Although,
certainly, both the historic process and thex@rhouses implementation differs between the
Carthusian Province of Cataludad the Province of Castilla,ghresults of ta disentailment
are homogeneous except from, as logic, theuBaese Charterhousésat, although went
through an analogous and contemporary process, were in a completely different political,
economical and social context (Espinha, 1993)

2. Charterhousesin context. A brief summary of typological and situational
evolution of Carthusian monasteries along space and time

It could be said that, although the main legafyCarthusian Order i#s architectonical
heritage —concentrated, as previously seerthénOld Europe- it is also certain that they
constitute an important good, immaéé in this case, as theirfdistyle and rituals have lasted
along the centuries and, nowadays, atieksipt in the active Charterhouses.

2.1. New Charterhouses, old habits

This circumstance especialbffects those newly built monases, the majority of whom
were founded outside the traditional areas ré€ea Italy and the Iberian Peninsula— and,
although they do not have historic values, arerajuars of lasting of this singular way of
monasticism, which is itself a value. In order to understand the insertion of Carthusian
heritage in current urban cexts, a previous approximatiaio the incorporation of an
ensemble with their singular features ire tterritory, from the location selection to the
typology development and its architectonicaltenalization, is required. Consequently, a
brief study about the geographiaaid typological evolution o€arthusian structures in an
international perspective has bedaveloped, and it starts invierse chronologi¢arder. First

of all, we will analyze the way new Chatteuses, built between the end of XX century and
the beginning of XXI century, & adapted the inflexibility of lifestyle and the consequent
formal configuration to the physical and stcheeds of an industrialized and globalized
world: location selection critex, architectural transformatiorts the way the typology has
adapted to territory will be studied beginniftgm a one of the most recent Charterhouses,
built in 2004, up to a typologically conservativeatierhouse raised in 1984, passing through
one with modern geometry but classic organization dated 1994.



2.1.1. Karthusio Sudowon, Sangju, South Korea (2004)

The new Charterhouse in South Korea, Kaotlgudowon (Chartreus@ur Lady of Korea),

built in 2004 in the suburbs dfie city of Sangju, can be considered an eccentric case both
from a geographical and morphological poinvigw. The choice of & enclave, in a woody
and remote area close to a small city in the cenfttke country, gives aidea of the ability of
attraction and expansion of arder with such peculiar charactics like the Carthusian and,
regarding the surrounty territory, of the emphasis in timeed of isolation and contact with
nature to establish the monastery, sinyléo how the primitive communities did.

The different specialized areas in the archaeittal ensemble are dismembered and perched
with an apparently casual pattern, more linked to the natural land conditions that to
geometrical compositions, and thegnfigure semi-opened spaceatthre, even so, similar in
terms of hierarchy and articulation to soroé the most canonical examples of spatial
disposition in Carthusian monasies (Figure 3). With minimalist architecture, pure lines and
modest materials, the shape of the cell islastognisable as it inveés the private garden,
as well as the church, the only element with detdbbpe roof that adulates the transition
from the semi-public to the closuarea. The general plan is angaed by little pavilions that,
disposed along organic-tracing paths, fram&doors areas withoutng built element that
defines their limits, so they get integratedaasorganic, atomized element merged with the
landscape.

2.1.2. Certosa Della Trinit4, Dego, Italy (1994)

The Certosa Della Trinitd is a feminine Clesinouse built in Dego, a small town in the
South-East of Italyjn 1994. Despite its consetion as a feminine eremites centre and its
location, raised down the fall knof a hill and surrounded bydense forestry mass, the Order

has certain territorial presence. It is remarkable, in addition to this, the fact that, at the end of
the XX century, a Carthusian ensemble is binila country where the Order was installed
since it beginning, being a circumstance that, gdlye has generated in to the abandonment
and demystification of the majority of monasteries nowadays.

The relevancy of the Charterhouse within theitery is showed, in the first term, in the
number of cells destined to guests hostingriafsom the amplitude of the complex and the
existence of a large entrance and distribution core (Figure 3)si$ters’ and mothers’in
closure zones are articulated around an heptagbmiater that also includes accesses to the
semi-public area and the churathich is located near the eaftrce area but without a direct
access to it. Built in a modern-language archirecand with a certain lack of order in the
disposition of the three main cores, the intstmucture of each wing keeps a geometrical and
typological rationality, clearly itonsonance with the typicabsidardization of the Order.

2.1.3. Cartuxa de Nossa Senhora dadMaeira, Ivora, Brazil (1984)

Heiress of an increasing tendency of the Carémusonasteries implantation in the American
continent during the second half of the Xéntury, the Cartuxa de Nossa Senhora da
Medianeira, settled near the grid-pattern village of Ivora, in Brazil, constitutes the further
example, time speaking, of this modern Chédese trio and, at the same time, the most
conservative regarding its formal implantatidh.is remarkable, furthermore, the closed
character of the ensemble in contrapos to the two previously commented.

The entrance space is reducedatbttle built module that comumicates the inside with the
outside of the hedge, while there is not an opelblic area neither a part of the building is
reserved to guest hirsg. The three-courtyards dispiien (Figure 3) —the one dirothersin
charge of communitarian areas linked to theastge, then the minor cloister that articulates
and holds community rooms and nexus to the church and, in the end, thdathans

6



cloister with absolutely regular shape—itates the classical examples of Carthusian
architecture and, regarding thermal aspect of the plan eetangular with a curve apsidal
head— reminds us of primitive shapes of religious and monastic architecture. It is also
remarkable the fact that thatial plans of the Charterhouseddiot fit the requirements of the

life the order required, so they had to dmntinuously refurbished until they acquired the
current design, which shows the deep influence of the Carthusian way of life in the shape of
their buildings (Brlés, 2010: 93).

Kartusio Sudowon, 2004, South Korea Certosa della Trinita, 1994, Italy

Fathers® housing

Closure

i : I
IR Brothers’ housing
A8
X % Public area
pA
%%3\%@ Communitarian spaces

Church
Reception area

Guests” housing
Cartuxa de Nossa Senhora da Medianeira, 1984, Brazil

Figure 3: Plans and typological analisiskadrtusio Sudowon (South Korea), Certosa Della
Trinita (Italy) y Cartuxa de Nossa Senhora dadMeeira (Brazil). Drawng: B. Del Espino.

2.2. Old Charterhouses, new circumstances

The continuity along time of the Carthusian Order and the built heritage associated to its
presence in different places has not just regssion in the features of new monasteries and
their interaction with territoryout, furthermore, in the fate a@hose architectural ensembles
raised by the Order that, havimg not monastic life inside, ka had to integrate in new
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territorial and urban contéx In order to study thcasuistry of this process, we have selected
three examples which, due to their contrastuidelthe main paradigms of the current state of

the Charterhouses established during the previous time to disentailments that deprived them
of their primitive use.

Figure 4: View over the Grande
Chartreuse, Grenoble, France (1084:
1084-1792, 1816-1903, 1940-). Source:
Thierry de Villepin.Wikimedia
Commons under CC license.
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:38_-
_Saint_Pierre_de_Chartreuse_Monast%C3%A

8re_de_la_Grande_Chartreuse.fpgst
accessed 24/06/2014)

Figure 5: Detail of the ruins of the
Mount Grace Priory, North Yorkshire,
United Kingdom (1398-1539). Source:
John 6536 in www.flickr.com. Under

CC license for no commercial uses.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10857883@N05
/4880486706/in/photostream/ (Last accessed
24/06/2014)

Figura 6: Old cloisteof the Cartuja de
la Inmaculada Concepcion (Cartuja
Baja), Zaragoza, Spain (1651-1835).
SourceZaratema in
www.wikimapia.com. Under CC
license with mention to the author.
http://wikimapia.org/4198766/es/Cartuja-de-la-
Inmaculada-Concepci%C3%B3n-o-de-
Miraflores-Cartuja-Baja#/photo/110675 (Last
accessed 24/06/2014)

2.2.1. La Grande Chartreuse, Grenoble, France (1084: 1084-1792, 1816-1903, 1940-)

Introducing the Grande Chartreuse, origin a®ét of the Carthusian Order since the Xl
century, in this study, can seems to be obvan, and the same time, necessary due to the
circumstances that evolved its birth as the central piece of the Carthusian universe and the
later process up to the current situation of irdégn in the territory of the French city of

8



Grenoble. In a plot of a woody valley called&ineuse —which names the Order— given by
the then-bishop St. Hugo, theuinder St. Bruno and several pass they raised some wood
lodges to follow an eremitic life of full dedication to pray.

The primitive Charterhouse was destroyed by sd\@atastrophes and built back until, in the
XVII century, the monastery that has lasted tapour days was raised. It is a canonical
ensemble in terms of its configuration, with ddand austere architecture distinctive of the
French region (Figure 4). Despibf being an attraction poifidr tourism and curiosity, it
completely lacks of guest or visitors roonmldraffic is not permitted from a two kilometres
distance, where a museum about the historthefmonastery and the Order is placed. The
only monastery that has kept fisst use since the origins of the Carthusian life, and started
the tradition of their location ia remote area, surrounded by tfad¢ure as a way of isolation,
must keep its silenceside an artificial bubble.

2.2.2. Mount Grace Priory, North Yorkshire, United Kingdom (1398-1539)

At the other end of the casuistry we find t@harterhouse of Mount Grace, located in the
vicinity of the town of Osmotherley, in NdrtYorkshire. It was bliii in 1398 and lost its
religious activity in 1539. Although it was habited by wealthy families during the XIX
century —as it can be checked with the recemirig of William Morris’ designs in some of
the rooms of the guests’ house—, nowadays itahaaglue as a ruin opemao visit (Figure 5)
and a tourism centre within the National Heritage net of the United Kingdom.

The evocation power of the inu(Riegl, 1987) has lead th&harterhouse to the limits of
trivialization in terms of its heritage valorisatiomhich is visible in the excess of theatricality
and the efforts to poetic sugges, as if the ruirwas not itself capablenough to evoke. This
fact is easily recognisable inetladvertising pamphlets in whidhis describechow the stoats
occupy today the spaces that centuries bef@ee inhabited by the monks, remarking the
snowed landscape, the recreatwsnrmonk cell or the recent restoration in Arts & Crafts style
of the guests’ house. Though the structure efrtftonastery has been frozen in time and its
spaces have not been disposed of new usesoittact with urban liferad its appropriation is
carried by hands of the cultural tourism.

2.2.3. Cartuja de la Inmaculada ConcepciéRartuja Baja, Zeagoza, Spain (1651-1835)

Even if the transformation of Carthusian monastereached by the expams of the city is a
common phenomenon, that of the Cartujalaldnmaculada Concepcién, better-known as
Cartuja Baja and located inehZaragoza’'s district with the same name, deserves to be
mentioned due to the singulariyd exemplarity of its appropriation and also as a sample of
the possibilities that the Carthusiarusture offers for the dwelling use.

Built in the middle of the XVIICentury, after the disentaient in 1843, the Charterhouse
enclosure was divides in 28 lots to be dekeito the new colons, that started to make
reformations in order to occuplge different parts: #hcells were directlgonverted in houses,
while the church maintained it use, the mainstkri became the district square (Figure 6) and
other communitarian and semi-public dependengvere transformed more or less to host
public uses and dwelling. However, a carelessping together with thindustrial an urban
development of the city provoked the progressive substitution of the original built elements as
well as the plots, and it justas stopped thanks to the offitiheritage recognition in 1982.
Despite this fact, the typological implantatignis still recognisableas well as the cells
division and even the original alignment thapamted them from the private garden that is
kept in some houses as the resistant fodtpfia structure as pent as versatile.



3. Case studies. Three Andalusan charterhouses within three different
levels of urban approaching

The last stage of this analysisnsists on the study of three Cieainouses that are located in a
very near geographical area had very different processe$ approximation of the urban
fabric after the religious and territorial chasgriffered during the XIX century. To face this
challenge, three monasteries whose surroundings present clearly diffdesninthe city
have been selected: the first one, in auntainous natural landscape; the second one,
surrounded by agricultural landnd the third one, fully immersedto the urban land, that
takes the Carthusian enclosure intocact to plan the new urban expansion.

3.1. A remote Charterhouse. La Cartuja dellamaculada Concepcion, Cazalla de la Sierra

The chosen adjective “remote”, used in the subtitle of this paragraph, is not just a word game.
In fact, the priof of the monastery of Sariaria de las Cuevas in Seville ordered the
foundation of this subsidiary enastery in 1476, in order toeate a leisure and retirement
place for the brothers, isolated from the nasel problems of the great city. Its definitive
incorporation to the Order took place in 15@dthough the building, reconstructing and
monumentalization works woulthst during the next centes, and it acquired its final
physiognomy in the XVIII centy (Hernandez, 2007).

Figure 7: Cartuja de la Inmaculada
Concepcion in Cazalla de la Sierra.
Above, aereal picter Source: Plan
Nacional de Ortofotografia Aérea, under

Inspire Directive license.
http://www2.ign.es/iberpix/visoriberpix/visorign.
html?x=260417&y=4203994&z0ne=30&r=300&
visible=PNOA; (Last accessed 24/06/2014).

Below, retail of the church and the
surroundings. Source: V. Fernandez
Salinas in the IAPH Archive, under CC
license.

Although the real distance to the urban
core of Cazalla de la Sierra is 5
kilometres, which includes it into the
average range in tegmf separation from
settlements, the physical and
environment featuresf the location in
the Sevillian Northern Mountains
provoke remoteness that, if not
geometrical, it's mental and temporal
with no doubts (Figure 7), as well as thatenable life conditions during the period of
occupation of this monastery (as seen@dmez Marin, 1997). This could be the main
argument to justify the abandonment that thar@rhouse suffered after its disentailment in
1836, as it is the only example in the South efltherian Peninsula that never had a new use
beyond the agricultural and no matia condition was ever rased, unlike other religious
complexes in the area, which hefdlustrial installabns and lately anisdistilleries, a very
prosper activity during the second half e XIX century, like happened with the San
Francisco or the San Agustin monasteries.
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The creation in 1977 of a small rural inn insttle entrance building and the guard house, as
well as a Contemporary Culture Centreaugurated in 1990, that holds a permanent
exposition of more than 100 artworks dispdsin the church, the main cloister and
communitarian dependensigrefectory, chapterhousdérothers chapel, etc.) shows the
progressive recovery of its presenin a territorial ambit, associated to the cultural tourism
and the art world (Ladréde Guevara, 2005: 205-).

3.2. A crystallised Charterhouse. Cartuja de Santa Maria de la Defension, Jerez

Being inhabited by Carthusian monks up to ykear 2001 and by Sisters of Bethlehem from
2002, the Charterhouse of Jerez is the Arglatu example par excellence in terms of
conservation of the primeval use in a complathwhese characteristics. The building of the
monastery started in 1475 near the Guadaleter Rdvkilometres away from the city of Jerez
de la Frontera and in the p&agvhere the Battle of Saladodchaupposed to be struggled in
1368, which motivated the Marian invaiten that acquires from its foundation.

It was occupied by Carthusian monks up to the disentailment in 1835, and not the urban
pressure, neither the proliféi@ of sherry wineries in the surrounding led, unlike happened
with a great number of urban monasteries medeto the alteration or requalification of the
complex in order to hold a neweaisdndeed, it was one of tliest Spanish monuments to be
officially protected, as Hista-Artistic National Monumentin 1856 (Gutiérrez de Quijano,
1924), which guaranteed, at least, the conservatighe buildings and the restoration of its
monastic use from 1948 to nowadays. We havadd to this the environment conditions the
Charterhouse is framed by, whigrovide it; furthermore, gat landscape values (Maya,
2012: 47-48).

orafis Adrea de Expodia (PNOA). it Geoordfis

Figure 8: Cartuja de Santa Maria de la Defengidierez de la Frontera. Left, aerial picture.

Source: Plan Nacional de Ortofotografidérea, under Inspire Directive license.
http://www?2.ign.es/iberpix/visoriberpix/visorign.html?x=760067.4802&y=4060438.5285&z0ne=29&r=300&vis
ible=PNOA, (Last accessed 24/06/2014).

Right, Entrance to the church. Source: Vidternandez Salinas in the IAPH Archive, under
CC license.

Despite being linked to the city by an importaagional way —the roath Medina Sidonia—,

the surrounding land keeps beiafynost completely, rural plots with small building destined
to agricultural uses or second homes (Figurer8js has not just permitted the conservation
of the original agriculture environment practicaiiyact, but also provides a soft transition
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from the religious complex to the urban corejchhis just altered by the near Sevilla-Cadiz
highway. The absence of urban pressure togettirrthe mentioned characteristics turns the
Charterhouse of Jerez in an exceptional casen the architectonical, landscape and
functional points of view.

3.3. An integrated Charterhouse. La Cartude Santa Maria de las Cuevas, Sevilla

Out of the Andalusian Charterhassstudied within il third part, probdlg the Charterhouse

of Santa Maria de las Cuevastli® one that more values holds, both due to its architecture
and richness (Ferndndez Rojas, 2009: 375-435) the toistorical facts associated with it: the

link with Christopher Columbus and his famiglso connected with the American adventure;
the legacy of the great noble families that have lived inside and contributed to its enrichment;
and, of course, the use that the city has nadidtefrom the disentailmnt in 1836 to nowadays,
especially regarding its recovery atmhversion to public use (Amores, 1998).

Its building was ordered in 1400 above a litleanciscan monastery that had itself been
raised around a little chapel from the XllI cemta-devoted to Santa Maria de las Cuevas due

to the appearance of a Virgin in of the clayemused to the elaboration of ceramics in the
near district of Triana—, is @b one of the closest Charterhouses to the urban core, as is it
located less than one kilometre away theohistwall of the city,beyond the Guadalquivir
River, and surrounded by fertile lands, often fled by the rivestirted to agricliure and clay
extraction. Its enrichment process took not @Jdwwever, until the ends of the XV and the
beginnings of the XVI centuries, when it acquired its definitive configuration, to whom new
elements and dependencies were added until the end of XVIII century (Cuartero, 1988: 555-
717).

Figure 9: Cartuja de Santa Maria de las
Cuevas in Sevilla. Above, aerial picture.
Source: Plan Nacional de Ortofotografia

I Aérea, under Inspire Directive license.
¢ http://www2.ign.es/iberpix/visoriberpix/visorign.

html?x=765206.5748&y=4143265.2642&z0one=2
9&r=600&visible=PNOA,; (Last accessed
24/06/2014).

Below, detail of the inside of one of the

buildings after the restoration in the 80s,
with the footprints of a chimney from the

industrial stage. Source: Juan Cazalla
- Montillano in thelAPH Archive, under

= CC license.

In 1838 the monastery was occupied by
the pottery factor of the English

Marquis of Pickman, who developed a
substantial reform enlargement of the
monastic buildings that, even so,
cohabitate with the original architecture
and basic structure, adding great
chimneys and wide spaces proper of an
industrial complex (Arenas, 2007). Its
uninterrupted use as factory up to its
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public expropriation in 1982 prevented it frometiheal estate pressure without losing its
peripheral condition, which has permitted tt@nservation and restoring of its immediate
environment: gardens, hydraulidrastructures, etc. (Figure 9).

Paradogically and dispute its closeness to the city, the urban expansion experimented in
Seville during the 70s and 80§ the XX century di not reach this onastery. Although in

1971 the plot and surroundings tbie Charterhouse were declarkcba of Imminent Urban
Intervention, this plan was navexecuted, and it were kept anprovisional situation until it

were acquired, in the middle of the 80s, chasebe the location of the Universal Exposition

of 1992 (Feria, 1993). Logicallghe Charterhouse monastery opied a privileged position

as the Royal Pavillion and an ambitious restoration and rehabilitation plan was developed in
order to hold noble uses that were competivith the post-Expo period, which still are
working today (Lledet al, 1992): an university, a contempgraart centre and a historic
heritage institute in which the contemporary architectonic language coexists with the few
conserved rests of the Charterhouse and thesiridulegacy, configung an unique example

of recycling of the mondis heritage (Figure 9).

4. Discussion. Upon the horizon: a sustainable future for integration of
eremite monasteries facing urban expansion

Carthusian way of life is itself a very importgwart of the legacy the Order has left to the
world heritage. Despite it is often associated ® lihildings or the spaces it is held in; it is
fundamentally a live heritage. Regarding thases, we logically have to distinguish the
Charterhouses with heritage values from ahigectonical, archaeologal point of view and
other associated goods; from tim®re recent Charterhouses thatking those values, have
turned to be the lastgy tool of the Order.

Although traditionally the study, protection andlorgsation of the hstoric Charterhouses
have been centred into the noble parts of tmepdex and, at the most, in the set of buildings
itself, and regarding their shape, the heritadeestrespass the strictly architectonic elements
are also lay in the environment they are ledatn that, as it happens with other types
monasteries, conform an indivisibleitutogether with the built components.

Despite the fact that a great number of thematneady integrated, as wmave seen, into the
urban net, others keep, in a more or lesdest way, that productivand at the same time
contemplative space surrounding and this i®rdtion that they share with other eremite
monastic architectures fromehpast and the present. Therefore, referring to protection,
conservation and valorisation criteria, Chartedesumust be understoodt just as isolated
elements but as indissolubly linked to thteiritorial and landscapenvironment pieces.

The cases analyzed, specially the three Arm@iu Charterhouseseveal the range of
different situations that histotiarban or social circumstancesn generate in every place, but
the three of them emphasize the huge potetii@se ensembles hold (both their built and
immaterial elements), not just as heritaggties but also as resources for the society.

Logically, reaching the harmony of these concepth the real procedures of heritage laws
and urban normative is a future challengegarding the environemt concept, it should
trespass the limits of the wall that encloses dlgricultural lands thawere property of the
Charterhouse; understanding that landscape aritbtidraspects of theriginal location of
the monastery are part of their values, not justn environmental sense, but even sensorial
and physical.
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