


27th EAA Annual Meeting (Kiel Virtual, 2021) – Abstract Book

Technical editing: Kateřina Kleinová (EAA)

Design and layout: Kateřina Kleinová (EAA)

Design cover page: Janine Cordts (Institut für Ur- und Frühgeschichte Universität Kiel)

ISBN: 978-80-907270-8-3

European Association of Archaeologists

Prague, July 2021

© European Association of Archaeologists, 2021

ORGANISERS

HOW TO READ THE ABSTRACT BOOK

The Abstract Book is ordered by session numbers which were allocated during the session submission (i.e., the 
number sequence is discontinuous). 

Author’s affiliation is stated in brackets following the author’s name; where authors share the same affiliation, it is 
only stated once.

Index of Authors includes all session organisers and only the main authors of contributions.

Please note that names, titles and affiliations are reproduced as submitted by the session organisers and/or 
authors. Language and wording of titles and abstracts are not revised.

27th EAA  
Annual Meeting
(Kiel Virtual, 2021)  

ABSTRACT BOOK



832 833

14 TEXTILES, TABLET WEAVING, ELITES, AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN FIRST MILLENNIUM BCE 
CENTRAL ITALY

Abstract author(s): Samuels, Jeffrey (Phillips Exeter Academy)

Abstract format: Oral

Textiles are a culmination of agricultural, zoological, ceramic, and craft production processes. Each productive choice made during 

a textile’s chaîne opératoire – e.g. the weaving technique (loom-based or tablet), fiber (flax or wool), and decoration (dyeing and 

finishing) used,– is socially and contextually embedded. Furthermore, the longevity and spread of certain textile technologies is 

tied to their utility as a functional and communicative tool as well as the sustainability of their embedded production networks. Elite 

textiles, used to reify status and power at the local and regional level, provide one visible materialization of these relationships. Too 

often, however, these productive choices – and the resulting textiles – are divorced from their settlement context due to particu-

larities in the archaeological record. 

In this paper, I contextualize the role of particular elite textile technologies within Italian urbanizing communities and model what the 

spread of these technologies means for the diffusion of dispersed urbanism amongst Italian elites. 

In particular, I use artefactual, excavation, and survey data from the Latin site of Gabii to situate one elite textile technology ¬– tab-

let weaving – as an important element for maintaining the dispersed urban system present at Gabii. Tablet weaving was a particularly 

effective economic and symbolic tool at the site, the culmination of diffuse productive networks tying elite and non-elites together. 

Moving to a regional level, I examine tablet-weaving’s spread from central Europe down the Italian peninsula during the final Bronze 

Age and early Iron Age, concurrent with the first wave of Italian urbanism that saw the rise of numerous urban entities similar formally 

similar to Gabii. This analysis underscores both a central European impetus for the elite systems that drove the first wave of Italian 

urbanism and the reciprocal relationship between craft production and the establishment of stable urban communities.

514 SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT: EXPLORING NEO-ENEOLITHIC MINIATURE REPRESENTATIONS AS 
MATERIAL OBJECTS
Theme: 6. Material culture studies and societies

Organisers: Shatilo, Liudmyla (Kiel University, Institute of Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology) - Marangou, Christina (Independ-

ent researcher) - Naumov, Goce (Goce Delcev University of Štip, Institute of History and Archaeology) - Terna, Stanislav† (Kiel 

University, Institute of Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology)

Format: Regular session

A striking category of finds from Neolithic and Copper Age sites in Mediterranean, South-East and East Europe are the miniature 

items that embody certain aspects of prehistoric life in non-perishable materials. Depictions of humans, animals and means of 

transportation, architectural entities such as houses or stoves, adornments, clothing or tools, all of them are a valuable source of 

information for studying non-literate societies.

Miniatures have been traditionally considered as art and religious objects. This approach gave birth to durable paradigms and narra-

tives. On the other hand, miniatures are, above all, artifacts which come from archaeological contexts. Consequently, they could be 

and should be quantified, contextualized and investigated as material objects.

Our session seeks to address empirical approaches to the Neolithic and Copper Age miniatures from the 7-4 millennia BC in the 

Mediterranean, South-East and Eastern Europe and focus on the following research questions:

• What are the theoretical aspects of the concept of miniaturism? How can it be used in better understanding of technical, 

functional and symbolic features of small objects and ‘replicas’?

• How do miniatures occur in the archaeological record? What are the circumstances of their discovery in various archae-

ological contexts of the Neo-Eneolithic? 

• What is the relation between miniatures and other archaeological finds? Are they ‘special’ finds? If so, how ‘special’ are 

they compared to the ‘usual’ mass finds? 

• How and what modern interdisciplinary methods can be applied to study these prehistoric objects? What is their poten-

tial for understanding the taphonomy, function and meaning of miniatures?

• What are the social implications of the above-mentioned research questions? If there is a ‘society of miniatures’, to 

which extent can it mirror a ‘society of people’?

Presentations on various approaches of Neo-Eneolithic miniatures as material things are welcome.

11 RESILIENCE AND LIVESTOCK ADAPTATIONS TO DEMOGRAPHIC GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
CHANGE: A DIACHRONIC PERSPECTIVE FROM THE FIRST MILLENNIUM IN NE IBERIA

Abstract author(s): Valenzuela-Lamas, Silvia - Nieto-Espinet, Ariadna (Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas - IMF) 

- Huet, Thomas (independent) - Trentacoste, Angela (University of Oxford - School of Archaeology) - Guimarães, Silvia (Consejo 

Superior de Investigaciones Científicas - IMF) - Orengo, Hector (Institut Català d’Arqueologia Clàssica - ICAC)

Abstract format: Oral

Economic systems are closely related to their ecological context, and livestock has been an integral part of human economies since 

the Neolithic, significantly contributing to the creation and maintenance of agricultural anthropized landscapes. 

In the frame of the ERC-StG project ‘ZooMWest’ we collected and analysed thousands of zooarchaeological data from NE Iberia 

(>90,000 NISP). By considering these data in comparison with ecological indicators and archaeological evidence (settlement char-

acteristics  and their distribution) we will present changes in animal production and the relationship between people, livestock, and 

their environment during the first millennium BC. 

Results show a shifting relationship with the territory from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age, when the expansion of iron technology 

and the Mediterranean trade led to significant changes in production and society. The zooarchaeological results demonstrate a 

significant impact of socio-economic system over animal husbandry, shaping the frequencies of species and the size of the animals, 

and a smaller influence of the local environment as the technological capacity of humans increased.

12 SANCTUARIES, HUSBANDRY AND ECONOMY: THE ZOOARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD FROM THE 
TARTESSIAN REGION

Abstract author(s): Ramos Soldado, José Luis (Independent researcher) - García Viñas, Esteban - Bernáldez Sánchez, Eloísa 

(Laboratorio de Paleobiología, Instituto Andaluz de Patrimonio Histórico) - Ferrer Albelda, Eduardo (Departamento de Prehistoria 

y Arqueología, Universidad de Sevilla)

Abstract format: Oral

Since the beginning of the Phoenician colonisation in the southwest of the Iberian Peninsula (towards the end of 9th century B.C.), 

settler activity was partially aimed at exploiting the natural resources of the surrounding territory (agricultural, mineral, etc.), in an 

attempt of reproducing customs and traditions from the Ancient Near East – including cooking practices –. The establishment of 

sanctuaries all over the Mediterranean was a common and successful strategy among these activities, often carried out in relevant 

locations concerning sailing, trade and resources (Huelva, El Carambolo). Indeed, these sanctuaries constituted a model for further 

singular buildings and complexes built in indigenous sites all over the next century (Caura, Carmona, Montemolín). In addition, the 

introduction of a colonial economy entailed not only the exploitation of the colonised territories, but also an increasing demand of 

products related to exchange and consumption.

In this context, sanctuaries of Phoenician traits identified at the southwest of the Iberian Peninsula during the Iron Age probably con-

stituted both religious and politico-economic centres where settlers and indigenous communities may have carried out agreements 

of different nature, at least until the beginning of 6th century B.C., when this system seems to have collapsed. Zooarchaeological 

evidence gathered from both domestic and cultic contexts led us to consider these spaces as engagement centres for the com-

munities, where meat resources were managed and redistributed following a well-defined and structured ritual system. Neverthe-

less, these sanctuaries also worked as trading centres and strategic sites for the control and management of the territory and its 

resources, as well as slaughterhouses for the surrounding populations.

13 PRODUCING NAVAL POWER: SAILS AND ECONOMIC STRATEGIES IN THE AEGEAN, 6TH – 4TH CENTURY 
BC

Abstract author(s): Dimova, Bela (British School at Athens)

Abstract format: Oral

Sails and textile technology played a key role in enabling mobility and thus shaping historical phenomena such as migration, trade, 

the acquisition and maintenance of imperial power in the ancient Mediterranean. This paper examines the demand for sailcloth and 

different strategies through which it was produced or supplied. A focus on sail manufacture helps to understand the relationship 

between textile production and broader socio-economic change. Combining insights from weaving experiments, reconstructions of 

ancient ships, and historical records, we can estimate the labour and material requirements for equipping ancient ships with sails. A 

consideration of the Athenian navy at Salamis demonstrates that making sails involved significant amounts of labour and resources. 

As commercial fleets grew during the 5th and 4th centuries BC, they placed significant demands on textile production. In addition 

to production, managing supplies and reserves of sailcloth constituted another significant challenge. This challenge could be ad-

dressed through trade, taxation, and more intensive exploitation of textile workers.


